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Performace painting by one of the kids at (ARTS) A Reason To Survive

magic?

D

o the paintings have the ability to somehow magically heal? Or do their colors somehow in
perhaps some unknown way promote healing? Probably not, however, the art can make a
difference that helps promote healing. Doctors have told me that they will go out of their
way to walk through the corridors with the art so that they can for just a few moments have a reprieve
from the life and death seriousness of their jobs; that makes their jobs more relaxed so that they
have more energy to give to their patients. Nurses have told me that it lifts their spirits; encouraging
them to be a better care-giver. Patients have told me that when they walk the halls with the art, they
forget for a few moments their pain and feel better when they return to their rooms. One visitor told
me that for two months, while his mother was dying in intensive care, he would spend time everyday
looking at the art in the hallways of the hospital because it gave him a calm that he needed to walk
back into his mother’s room to be there for her during her painful last days. Do the paintings have
a magical power? Maybe they do. Perhaps the art helps promote the magic of human touch and
caring that seems to help all of us feel better… including the creator of the art.
—by Gerrit Greve



ARTSInformationSheet

Mission:
ARTSisdedicatedtohealing,inspiring,andempoweringchildrenfacinglifechallengesbyproviding
innovativeartsͲbasedprograms,education,andopportunities.


Vision:
Allchildrenexperiencethepowerofthearts.


Values:
Creativity
CaringandNurturing
PositiveEnergy
Inclusion
Responsibility
Trust&Honesty


History:
ARTSwasfoundedonthephilosophythattheartisticprocess
canchangeandheallives.In2001,MattD'Arrigobegan
volunteeringatRonaldMcDonaldHousebringingartprojects
tothechildrenandfamiliesstayingthere.Sincethen,ARTShas
beenprovidingoursignatureoutreachprogram"Expression
Sessions"tomorethan50,000childrenandyouththroughout
theSanDiegocommunity,aswellasfacilitatingnumerous
communityartprojectsandeventsthroughouttheyear.

InFebruaryof2007,ARTSopenedthePatD'ArrigoARTSCenteratNTCPromenadeinPointLomaand
beganofferingawidevarietyofinͲhouseprograms,workshops,trainingsanddaycamps.ARTSpartners
withnumerousorganizationsthroughouttheSanDiegocommunity,includinghospitals,residential
treatmentfacilities,shelters,rehabilitationcenters,communitygroups,schools,theCountyofSan
Diego,andchildrenandteensthroughoutthegreatercommunityfacingadversity.

AlthoughARTSbelievesallchildrenbenefitfrominvolvementinthearts,ARTSspecificallyserves
childrenandfamiliesfacingsomeoflife'stoughestchallenges:terminalorchronicillness;abuseand
neglect;parentsinthemilitaryservingoverseas;eatingdisorders;physical,mental,behavioral,or
emotionaldisabilities;selfͲimageandselfͲesteemissues;parentaldivorce;substanceabuseand
recovery;socioͲeconomicchallengesandhomelessnessamongothers.





